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OH,

/ < \
| FIRSTFATHER, |

PLEASE, PLEASE, |
‘\ PLEASE, PLEASE...




GooV
MORNING,

BROTHERS ANP |

SISTERS.

1 WOULP BE HAPPY TO SAY THAT
SUCH A GATHERING OF THE...
FAITHFUL LIGHTENS MY BEING.

BUT sKouL?P
[ SAY THATZ

BROTHERS
ANP
SISTERS.

y e} 's’-‘;"" P 59 \4
o " A A e bt oy N4
Y \<) o‘ r.’f:.{f'”n ,-'1

Ll N
L Tl

WAS IT NOT JUST TWO WEEKS
GONE THAT THE WORD OF FIRS 7-
N FATHER HAP T0 SOUNP IN THE
STREETS TO REACH TRUE
BELIEVERS Z

v N
HOW MANY
{ o0 1T FIND,

EVEN THENZ

YOU ANP I,
WE KNOW WHAT
GUIPES THE HERD

BACK T0 THE
STABLE,YESZ

[ You AnoT,
WE KNOW
WHAT 'S
COMING.
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YOU SEE

PROPHECY BEING
FULFILLEP, YOU SENSE
THE APPROACHING
SHAVOW, AND NOW,
ONLY Aow, vo You
SEEK REFUGE.

7H/S 16 THE OFFERING
YOU MAKE TO F/IRS7-
FATHER %

AN OATH

BORN OF FEAR IN
EXCHANGE FOR YOUR
SALVATIONZ

¥ "DELIVER ME,
FIRSTEATHER,
DELIVER ME.”

CAN You
TRULY BELIEVE
THAT (&
SUFFICIENT#

7/ "I'LL ATTENP
4 REFUGE EVERY
SABBATH, IF
YoU'LL ONLY
SAVE ME. "




OF
COURSE
YOU CAN.

D" For YOU ARE
HIS CHILUREN, AND
WHEN CHILPREN ARE
AFRAID, WHO WILL
PROTECT THEM BUT
THEIR FATHERZ
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OF YOUR FEAR,
FOR IT |16 A K/INZ OF

FAITH. A FAITH IN 7HF
WORLP'S ABILITY TO
PO YoU HARM.

!

FOR
FIRS TFATHER,
THAT IS
ENOUGH.




THAT WAS THE | > R
DAY WE FOUND [ | . %
TRAUPMAN. {1, : ) :
— ”\W 7. e s s =
= /; 1 WHILE LEGATE MUIR F—
= // || was TELLING EVERY- | *
- Y BovY ABOUT THE ENP
—V7Z _ OF THE WORLD -- :
< K 3 ” | --CAPTAW PRICE
Day SVl AND T WERE
o ¥ S8 oo BN WATCHING IT,
P _;' | &. ;’: g '\/ {9~
/// 4 e : : “‘ £ (o \
v / o / 7
J Iy - -
1/l / ,//{," TWELVE MURDERS IN SEVEN
v // // DAYS, MORE THAN EMERSON'S
A/ /_,/ HAD IN A PECAVE.

THE SIXTH DAY. I'M ) P
NOT SURE. ».,\x
AN \\‘__,, o .
BUT ANYWAY, THAT g\\
WAS THE VAY WE . : 9.
UNV TRAUPMAN N SSSEEOULO - 7
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ALTHOUGH IF WE HADN'T E‘ ‘

FOUND HiI< IPENTIFICATION |5

PAPERS.,. NEVER MINP.

.,;" [RIGHT AWAY WE THOUGHT OF
St S TRAUPMAN'S RANCH HIS
e o,' 3| FAMILY, HIS HIRED HANDS.




I
WITH FIVE OTHER SECURITY
OFFICERS, THE CAPTAIN ANP
I ROVE OUT THERE.
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KNOWING WE COULDN'T GET THERE B
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WE ONLY FOUND ONE
OF TRAUPMAN'S TWO
THOUSANPD PLUS
HEAD OF KINE--
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I SHOULP HAVE BEEN ALERT,

1 SHOULP HAVE BEEN FOCUSED,
BUT INSTEAD 1 REMEMBER
THINKING OF $CHOOL, WHEN I
WAS LITTLE.

A oY,
. e dp~" ",
-

S MY TEACHER TOLD US LAYl

v -

&4 PEOPLE UROPPED DEAY ROl
¥ IN THE STREETS. D> e
8 | LARNED ABOUT THE $ 4 W NIRRT S, : g
o N | 1 REMEMBER [Raiims
B LAST LAGUE. 1T S BRERREH THINKING, " THIS [
3 2 MUST HAVE Seva 4
3 20N BEEN WHAT IT  Gaboess
L5 HUNDRED YEARS AGO. BF 2 | DOKED LIKE. " [V beey
. % ,'” ;tJ.r /l' .," ""1‘./.‘:';’-':{.’ A N o f’l.,',; % y

\ 7
W 7NN
, F -

. .

- ¥,
L “ae oV =
-

-




SEVEN ARMED OFFICERS,
SEVEN OF US, AND IT
ATTACKEDP ANYWAY.




“"WELL, THATS 6000”1 LIEP TO
MYSELF, “ITs T00 STUPIP TO BE
AFRAIV. WE CAN SEE |T, ANV WE
CAN KILL IT,

"WE CAN ENP THIS
NIGHTMARE HERE,
NOW- "

UT OUR $HAFTS, THEY

J




CAPTAIN PRICE
NEVER HAP A
CHANCE TO

OFFICER INGA, SHE
WAS FASTER, SHE
WAS REAPY.
THAT MUST HAVE
BEEN WHAT SHE
THOUGHT, BUT
WHAT HAPPENEP




I
02’ A FEW SECONPDZ,
OR MAYBE |IT WAS

LONGER I BLACKEPD OUT.
W"ll'..a.
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AND I WAS JUST A SITTING PUCK.
MINOBOPY LIVES FOREVER, BUT I
K 0/PN'T WANT T0 DIE THAT WAY.
I L34 £ L RE >
¥ M 1 WANTEP TO G0 VOWN
FIGHTING, LIKE A WARRIOR,
LIKE A HERD.
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IT WAS MORNING RIBC
BEFORE ANYONE
FOUND ME.

W
BEING SCARED, I &4
STARTED TRYING | ¥4
T0 FIGURE OUT > 5

THERE, AS IM TELLING YoU  [r3e
THIS, THE ANSWER PROBABLY [OR2S
SOUNDS (RAZY. RO o
: o 7% B 7AW AN o AN S SR T WA V4
SN BUT OUT THERE, IN THE | 0N
=301 PARK, IT WHISPERED 7 o}
Rl ITSELF INTO MY EAR.
e [*Edaa
v:. ° e x’ 3 <
LY

_.wm:_-:*.p . | ANP ITS TRUE, MY MOUNT, PEAD, PE

- PINNING ME TO THE EARTH,
| KEEPING FROM FIGHTING A
HOPELESS BATTLE --

--ANP A TWICE-KILLEP POLICE
CAPTAIN, THE ONLY ONE OF Us
WHO CcoULP HAVE SCAREPD
THAT MONSTER OFF.

BUT 1 PON'T SUPPOSE
THAT'S THE SORT OF
THING YoU NEED TO

KNOW ABOUT.




SPEAK ON,

"YOUR MIND.
\ EASE YoUR

NOW, YOU'RE SURE
THIS WASN'T A
PLAINS WOLF,
ZERGEANT
¥ NEWCOMENZ OR
MAYBE A WHOLE /

WITH Ac/z
FLOWING FROM
TS WOUNPS,

WE ALL SAW
WHAT WAS LEFT OF
CAPTAIN PRICE.YOU (&
QUESTION UNWISELY. \§

ANP Jou RF TALKING ANYWAY, THESE AREN'T
OUT OF TURN, LEGATE. THE “"LAST PAYS.”

WHEN I HAVE A AND JUST BECAUSE WE'VE
QUESTION FOR You, NEVER SEEN THIS THING

I'LL LET YOU KNOW. P0ESN'T MEAN IT'S SOME
SUPERNATURAL FIEND.
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A MUTATION, '

|| mAYBE, BUT n%‘.‘.,.
| NOT A DEMON.
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MUTATEVP BY
WHAT, SISTER
HITRESEZ

TOXINS EACH
RAINFALL LEACHES FROM
THE TAILINGS AT YOUR
IRON MINE AND PRAINS
INTO OUR PRINKING
WATER Z

OR MUTATED, PERHAPS, BY THE ]

STRANGLING SMOKE YOUR , :
IMCLTERS AN POWER PLANTS _JNTETN) ' 0 SPECTERS, SISTER.

PUMP INTO THE AIRZ v '
: T NATURE FIGHTS
AQEA;! EDE:fJéwngf BACK-- TH/IS WE
H
MUTATION, SHOULPN'T : , AVE BEEN TOLV.
WE EXPECT MANY
MORE %

YoU KNOW, LEGATE,
FOR A MAN CONVINCEV
THE WORLP 15 ABOUT 10
END, YOU SEEM PRETTY

PAMN HAPPY.




I HAVE
| ALwAYS FoLLOWEP
| FIRSTFATHER'S
TEACHINGS. &

I, ANP ALL WHO
ACCEPT HIM INTO THEIR
LIVES, HAVE NOTHING T0
FEAR FROM THE WIPENING
OF PEATH.

YoU HAVE NO
HUMILITY BEFORE
THE VAST FORCES

I KNOW, 1 KNOW,
50, 1'M VOOMEV,
RIGHT %

WELL , THE
REST OF US WILL
BE 10O IF WE
PON'T ASSEMBLE
A SEARCH-AND-

SALVAGE TEAM

THERE ARE RISK<S

/' WHAT ABoUT
THE RISKS IF WE
\ o7 01T,
. MAYOR?%
ALL OF YOU KNOW
THAT WE COULD
VERY WELL FIND
A WEAPON OUT
THERE STRONG
ENOUGH To
KILL THIS
CREATURE.

_IN SUCH AN OPERATION,

SISTER,

SISTER,
CALM

YOURSELF.

AFTER
ALL,THIS
TROUBLE SHALL
WORK ITSELF oUT
TOMORROW, WHEN
THE SALVAGE
REFERENTUM
COMES UP FOR A
VOTE.



A\ YOU TEST N

RIGHT/ NOW THAT YOU'VE 60T THIS
CITY ALL SCAREP SHITLESS WITH N o MY SERENITY, )il
YOUR END-OF-THE-WORLP TALK AND il  EEA SISTER. I
YOUR MONSTER, Now YouU'LL LET —q ol
THEM VOTE. ;.\ T W71 wite NoT NN
77 1AM : = STAY FOR SUCH
WORPS.

RESPONSIBLE

FOR THISZ
‘ LEGAT C
' WAIT

B¢ Y A

" IY BROTHER, W .
T0CH NEWCOMEN. 1S HE ALL
I HAVEN'T SEEN léHT¢ CAN

HIM FOR WEEKS. ./ A I TALK TO
i HIM %

HE IS IN
SECLUSION AT THE
REFUGE , PRAYING
IN PREPARATION FOR
THE EXTINCTION.

S FIRSTFA 7//5

WATCHES OVER HIM
SI1STER RACHEL.WORRY NOT.
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LIKE IT
O0R NOT, THAT
MAKES YOU
VERY IMPOR-

TANT, 4

THAT'S
HI¢ ANSWER
TO ALL OUR
PROBLEMS.

IT MAKES THING 1S, THE MS. KARTHA,
E THINGS SEEM A PROBLEMS NEVER ks I'M NOT SURE
LOT SIMPLER, I GET SOLVED, 00 N WHY YoU
: . N
SUPPOSE, THEY % N\ \ASKEDP ME OUT
A HERE.
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WELL, SERGEANT & = 4
NEWCOMEN, FOR ONE >
THING, YOU'RE THE -
RANKING LAW OFFICER _
IN EMERSON NOW. !

ANV FOR ANOTHER,
I SAW YOUR FACE
THIS MORNING WHEN
YoU ASKEP ABOUT

\ YOUR BROTHER, ANV

I KNow--

\‘w




AND YOU SHOULON'T. = S,
1 KNEW CARSON ( FEWRY WA -
/ﬂﬂ/( WHEN I WA‘3 h‘ e M 3 'C

A LITTLE GIRL.

; Z{/G 714 2 T A L2
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2 I SAW N
» - S SOME OF THE '
THINGS HE 1 HEARP S
oIp. ABOUT THE

ALL HIS HOLY TALK JUST o e AR e
, ' S Rt SERGEANT, SEVENTY YEARS
POESN'T RING TRUE FOR ME i : AGO MY GRANDVFATHER

o[erz/, I THINK. % STARTED MINING AND

I CAN'T SAY HES MY SMELTING ORE.
FAVORITE PERSON, BUT HE
MAPE SOME POINTS TODAY BACK THEN, A :
I FOUNP PIFFICULT To , LOT OF PEOPLE PIPN'T
: . LIKE THE SOUNPS OF

THAT EITHER--UNTIL THEY
STARTEV USING STEEL
PLOW SHARES AND

THRESHERS.

WHAT I'M SAYING |5,
Z LIVE [N EMERSON, TOO.

S0 PO MY CHILDREN.

1 WANT To po
WHATS RIGHT FOR
THIS CITY, AND THATS

WHY I WANT

THIS CREATURE
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“NOW LISTEN, THE SHIP,
THE ONE MUIR CALLS
THE ARK --“

.
-

“-WELL, I KNOW THE SALVAGE [i&

REFERENPVUM WILL BE
PEFEATED, BUT $ERGEANT,
THERE ARE THINGS ON THAT

"I'M CERTAIN THE MEANS
T0 KILL THIS PREPATOR
CAN BE FOUND THERE."

PLEASE,
SISTER, THE
OTHERS ARE
IN SECLUSION,
YOoU SHOULPN'T

BE HERE.

“ITS JUST TWO PAYS -
JOURNEY FROM EMERSON,
BUT oMLy MUIR HAS
A MAP T0 IT.

I'M SORRY,
SISTER, BUT LEGATE
MUIR 1€ NOT
HERE TO RECEIVE

You.

GOOP. 1

RUN INTO HIM
ANYWAY.

el o A T
"THING S, MY
GRANPFATHER

SAID, WE CAN'T DI

EVEN IMAGINE.

"WE NEEP THAT MAF, AND "WHAT MAKEZ YoU
UNLESS 1 MiIgs MY GUESS, THINK 1°LL HELP

YOUZ”
FATHERS 'CHAMBERS,'
SO CALLED.”

[FwhY ARE You
TELLING ME
ALL THIS, MS.

IPN‘T WANT TO
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“YoU'VE SEEN
THAT THING,
SERGEANT.

‘we, . L
) - IR 5
oot it . .
- '(' a.:' ' o Vs
TNy
-
v »
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"I’4 COUNTING ON
voU WANTING IT
PEAD MORE THAN

NOT MY LITTLE
BROTHER-- TOCH,
P WHAT DI0
THEY VO
T0 YOUZ!
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